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DECIDE FOR YOURSELF
Key Questions To Answer in Interpreting Revelations
I.  DOES THE BIBLE TEACH THE COMING OF A “CHURCH AGE” AS A “PARENTHESIS” IN GOD’S PLAN OF REDEMPTION?
While studying the Book of Revelation, it becomes strikingly evident that after the third chapter the use of the word “church” is glaringly absent.  Some theologians conclude that this fact is proof that the remainder of the message of the Book of Revelation does not pertain to the church, but to Israel.  The church is raptured as represented by the Apostle John being translated into heaven.  This view is anchored in its interpretation of a controversial Old Testament passage: Daniel 9:24-27.  The question that must be answered is this:  “Do the seventy weeks in Daniel’s vision form an unbreakable sequence of years (490), predicting the time of the Messiah’s first advent and details of His work?  Or should the “final week” (70th) be separated from the rest (69) and be applied to the antichrist’s work during a tribulation period of seven years at the end of history?

A. Compare the Differing Interpretations of Daniel 9:24-27
Both interpretations view Daniel 9 as a prophecy foretelling the actual coming of the Messiah and of the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple.  They agree that from the time that Cyrus (Artaxerxes) made his decree to Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem in 457, it would be seven weeks plus sixty two weeks of years or—483 years—until the Anointed One or Christ would be “cut off” or killed.  History substantiates that within 49 years     (7 weeks) Jerusalem and the temple were rebuilt.  Then sixty-two seven (434 years) of silence transpired until the “Anointed One” (Christ) was born.  There is no disagreement that Daniel 9:24-25 puts a historical timeline pointing to the coming of “the Anointed One, the Ruler…” But here, with the remaining two verses (Daniel 9:26-27) there rises sharp, dramatic differences.
Assignment:  Compare both points of view in light of the text, then proceed to answer the following questions.  Based on your analysis write out your conclusion to question:  Do the seventy weeks in Daniel’s prophecy form an unbreakable unit, or should the final week (70th) be separated and applied to seven years at the end of the world’s history?

1      Argument for Separating the 70th Week.
The argument for separating the 70th week or the last seven years to the end time period in history is based on Daniel 9:26-27.  Vs. 26 first states that the “Anointed One” will be cutoff—meaning that He will be killed.  Then the text goes on to speak of another person “the Ruler” who will come with His people to destroy the city and the sanctuary.  Vs. 27 goes on to describe what this Ruler will do.  He makes a covenant with many, which means He will make promises and treaties with the Jewish people.  But then, after 3 ½ years, he breaks His covenant by causing sacrifices to stop.  Further this ruler will be a desolator that will bring abominations to God and His people.

“After the sixty-two weeks”…(69) the Anointed One, or the Messiah, is cut off.” This refers to the rejection and crucifixion of Christ by the Jews, which puts God’s covenant with the Jews on hold.  The passage continues by referring to the end of the age. The desolator or ruler who is to come is the end-time antichrist referred to by the Apostle Paul in 2 Thessalonians.  Because the prophecy found in Daniel 9:24 was not fulfilled anywhere in known history, therefore it points to a future time—because he says in 9:26 the end will come like a flood.  Also, the testimony of Jesus Himself in Matt. 24:15-30 refers to Daniel’s prophecy and points to something still in the future.  Our Lord placed it at the end, just before His second coming in glory.  Therefore the seventieth week must also come at the end of the present age just prior to Christ’s coming in glory.
2     The Argument for Keeping in Unity the Seventy Weeks

Uniting ourselves to the facts, and excluding speculation, we know the following from the text itself:

a) Daniel 9:27 speaks of a period of one week or seven years as part of the seventy weeks of years.  That period is divided into two halves of 3 ½ years.

b) A covenant is being confirmed with many. “Confirm” in the Hebrew means “to make strong.’
c) A covenant is being confirmed for a period of “one week” or seven years, in this verse.

d) Someone causes sacrifices and offerings to cease after the first half of the week, that is, after a 3 ½ year period.

e) The latter part of the verse speaks about a “desolator” and that there will be “abominations” until the end.  Finally, we are told, that what has been decreed will be poured out on him.

Verse 26 states that “after” the sixty-two sevens (or after the 69th week) “the anointed one will be cut off.”  This clearly states that the Messiah will be killed in the seventieth week, not in the 69th.  This means that after Christ’s crucifixion, Jerusalem and its temple will be destroyed.  This actually happened in 70 A.D. under Titus of Rome.  The seven year period has nothing to do with a future seven year period of tribulation, but refers first to Christ’s 3 ½ year ministry.  During this time, He confirmed God’s “covenant with many through the cross and resurrection and pointing us to it in the Lord’s Supper. (Matt. 26:26-29)  This covenant is not just with Israel, but with “the many” which included both Jews and Gentiles.  In the second half of the seven year period that covenant was confirmed—not made—but enforced.  In other words the covenant was already in existence, but was now enforced or activated for the many.  This was demonstrated by the body of Christ actually including Samaritans and Gentiles into the church, during the first 3 ½ years, as Phillip and Peter preached the kingdom of God to Samaritans (Acts 8:12) and the Gentiles (Acts10:44-48)
It was Jesus Christ who caused sacrifices and offering to cease.  His one sacrifice put an end to the significance of blood sacrifices, as God no longer required them.  It is Christ Himself who has made the temple sacrifices an abomination in God’s sight.  The Shekinah Glory had now departed from the Jewish temple and rested on Christ.  God now dwells in His people, the church, not a building.  This will continue until all that has been decreed in verse 24 has been fulfilled in Christ.

Jesus’ death finished transgressions and put an end to sin by His death on the cross.  He alone  could atone of man’s wickedness and brought everlasting righteousness to unworthy sinners.  As the fulfillment of all Old Testament prophecy by being the Word made flesh, Jesus sealed up visions and prophecy and is the only one who can break the seals to bring history to its God-intended conclusion and thereby bring full glory, honor and praise to God.
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B.    Search the Scriptures for Yourself

1      From where did Daniel get the understanding that Israel’s captivity would last 70                   years? Dan.9:2; Jer. 25:11-14

· What did the 70 years of Israel’s captivity have to do with Leviticus 25: 1-4; 26: 18-22, 40-43; II Chron. 36:20-21

2      What did the theme or hope of Daniel’s prayer and Gabriel’s answer focus on?   Daniel 9: 4,22; Lev.26:40
3.     According to Daniel 9:24, what was to be the six fold purpose of the decree and how were they fulfilled?
·     Romans 6:1-2, 14
·     Romans 5:12-19; 6:23; Heb.9
·     Romans 3:21-26; 8:1

·     Romans 8:24; 5:19

·     Acts 3:21-26

·     Isaiah 61:1; Matt. 3:16-17;  2 Cor. 1:19-22
4    Who is “the Anointed One and ruler” spoke of in vs.25?  What was His mission?   Isaiah 53:8-11; Isaiah 61: 1-2; Luke 4:14-21;  Isaiah 9:6

5     When was Jesus anointed for His mission and ministry?  Luke 3:21-22

·     Approximately how many years after His anointing was Jesus crucified (cutoff) ?   Daniel 9:24

·     Reading Daniel 9: 26 and the words “After the sixty-two sevens…” in what week of years would the Anointed One be put to death?  (69th or 70th)
·     In Matthew 24:29 what must take place before the 2nd coming of Christ?

6     In Daniel 9:26b it speaks of “the ruler who will come to destroy the city and the sanctuary.” Of whom is Gabriel referring?  How does Jesus’ words in Matthew 24:15-22 shed light on this?  Compare this with Luke 21:20-24.
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7     Daniel 9:27a speaks of a “He”  who “will confirm a covenant with many (for) one seven. (For  is not in the original text)
·    Does the Anointed One’s death and the confirming a covenant take place in the same (70th week?)

·     If the term “confirmed” means “enforced, or  made strong” “in the middle of this seven” how does this help identify the “He”?

·     Does anyone cause sacrifices and offerings to cease anywhere in the Bible after a period of 3 ½ years? Hebrews 10: 12-18.

·     What Biblical covenant would this “He” confirm or enforce that is already in existence?  Gen.12: 1-3; Jer. 31:31-34;  Matt 26:26-29; Heb. 9: 15-20; 10:12-18.
·      Is the text referring to Christ or a future antichrist?

8     Daniel 9:27b once again refers to a “HE” .  “Who would at the temple set up on an abomination that causes desolation until the end that is decreed is poured out on Him.”

·     Does the text predict that an antichrist is coming who will make a covenant with Israel, then after 3 ½ years violate the covenant, and forbid the Jews to continue offering sacrifices in a temple that, presumably, they will build with His permission and help? Why or why not?

·     If the text is referring to an Anointed One, who is Ruler, who is not antichrist, but Christ, how would He “on a wing of the temple set up an abomination that causes desolation?    Mark 13:14-19; Luke 21:20-24;  Matt 23: 23; 42-44; 24:1-2; Matt. 27:51; Heb. 10:8-10, 18
·      If the text refers to this “He”, as the same ruler of “the people who will come to destroy the city and the sanctuary.” ( Dan. 9:24) Was this fulfilled by Titus and the Roman in 70 A.D.?  Matt. 24: 2, 15. Or is this prophesying someone at the end of history?
9    If the 70th week of Daniel’s prophecy does not refer to tribulation, but to the seven years (in which after 3 ½ years the Anointed One was “cut off” and confirmed (or made from) God’s covenant,) how did Christ confirm God’s covenant in the last 3 ½ years following His death?  Acts 1:8; 2:3-4; 8:14-17; 10:13-16, 44-48.
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C   On the Basis of your Examination of Daniel 9:24-27 and evaluation of the differing interpretations, How would you answer the following questions:

1)    Do the seventy weeks in Daniel 9:24-27 form an unbreakable unit, or should the final (70th) week be separated and applied to a seven year period at the end of the world’s history?
2)    Is the focus of this passage on the coming of the Christ as Ruler or on an antichrist as ruler?
3)    Does the passage warrant a secret rapture of the church, a seven year tribulation period, the present view on rebuilding the temple and the reinstitution of a Jewish sacrificial system?
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Key Questions to Answer in Interpreting Revelations

II.  IS THE SECRET RAPTURE THE BLESSED HOPE?

The New Testament teaches that the Church of Jesus Christ anticipates a great hope in the future.  In spite of anticipating a great apostasy and tribution, all Christians look forward to the “Blessed Hope” as described by Paul in His letter to Titus:  
“For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people.  It teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our Great God and Savior, Jesus Christ…”          Titus 2:11-13  
The Blessed Hope described here and in other scriptures promises that Jesus Christ will return from heaven, in divine glory, to resurrect the dead in Christ, to save the living righteous and to destroy the oppressive antichrist.
The key issue we want to address is this: is the “secret rapture” the Blessed Hope?  Is the rapture separate from the Blessed Hope or is it one part of the Blessed Hope?  Is Rev. 4:1 the secret rapture of the church?
ASSIGNMENT:  In the study, begin by comparing the different theological perspectives, then search the scriptures for yourself and, finally, write your own conclusion.
A.   Differing Theological Perspectives and Conclusions

1     Historical Futurism

The term “rapture” means to be caught up to be with Jesus, in which the bodies of the saints still alive on earth in Christ’s second coming, will be transformed into immortal bodies, and, together with all the transformed and resurrected saints, will be caught up to be with Jesus  in the clouds.  The passage in Revelation 4:1 does not  speak about a rapture at all.  It deals with a call to John to come up into heaven.  The second coming is described in Revelation 19.
2       Dispensationalism
The church age has come to a close after the Laodecian age or during it.                         I Thess. 4:13-18 describes Jesus coming for His church and the believers are raptured away.       Jeremiah 30:7 speaks of a time of “Jacob’s trouble” in which the remnant of Israel will be restored to their land and because none of the New Testament passages describing the tribulation to come, mention the church, it must have been taken out.  Since Rev. 3:10 states that the true church will be kept from the hour of trial and I Thess. 5:9 says that God has not destined his church to wrath, the translation of John in Revelation 4:1 portrays the rapture of the church.  The rapture is not  the Blessed hope as Jesus is yet to return in His second coming after the seven years of tribulation. The church is raptured out before the seven years of tribulation and Christ’s second coming takes palace after the 7 year tribulation period.
  3       A-Millenial

 No, what Jesus describes through John in Revelation 4:1 says nothing about a rapture.  There is no secret rapture described in the New Testament.  It cannot be intersected here. The text clearly states that John is called up to write from a heavenly point of view.  There is no secret rapture!  The rapture is merely one phase of what will happen to believers at Christ’s return—the Blessed Hope
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B.     Search the Scriptures

1      How does Jesus describe His return in Matt. 16:27?
2      Examine I Thess. 4:14-17 and describe the events that take place using the following   issues.

· How is the actual coming of Christ described?

·  What does this passage tell us about the resurrection?

·  Is there anything in the passage that would indicate secrecy?



3     Read II Thessalonians 1:6-9.  to whom is Paul writing and what is their concern?  Is Paul referring to a different event or time when what he wrote in I Thess. 4:14-17 or to the same event?
·   Will a great adversary of God arise and persecute those who will not worship Him?   2 Thess. 2:1-4; Matt 24:15; Rev. 13:1-10

·   Is there a direct linkage between the resurrection and the judgment of those who are Christ’s and those who are not?  John 5:21-29; Matt. 21: 31ff; Rev. 20: 11-15
            4.    Does Rev. 3:10 and I Thess. 5:9 teach that believers will be preserved through tribulation or kept from (by being taken out of) the period of tribulation?  Matt. 24; Rev. 7:2; 9:4-5; 21, 29-30

            5     Compare the following scriptures describing the second coming of Christ, in light of the clouds, a loud voice/command, triumph, who sees Him and resurrection.  Matt. 24:29-31,    I Cor. 15:51-52, I Thess. 4:4-17; Rev. 1:7.  Are these different comings?  Is there a secret rapture described here?
·   Whom does the second coming take place—before or after the tribulation?

                           Matt. 24:29-31.  Is there a rapture here? Matt. 24:31, 40-41
C.     Based on your examinations of scripture, write out your answer to the question: “Is the secret rapture the Blessed Hope?  Why or why not.

 D.      With which one of theological interpretations (pg. 1)  do you agree?  Why?
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